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significance, originally derived from the idea of command, rule
or birth.

In the Muslim inscriptions, the problem of names and
titles is a most complicated and difficult one. Muslim officials
or persons are mentioned either by their personal names, or as
the son of so and so, or by the names of the places of their
origin, residence of birth, or by the combination of any of
these appellations. Two or more names of the same person
are also met with. In some cases, ,the name1 of the master is
added to the personal name as a distinction. Nicknames and
such appellations as Mubammad, Shaikh, Malik, Khan, Sultan
are prefixed to personal names; but there are instances in
which these appellations are in the form of surnames or even
.personal names. Names of saints are also added to personal
names for honour and distinction. Thus, there are various
ways of expressing personal names. Important persons are
often addressed by their professional or positional designations
such as Khawas Khan, Kamil Khian, Mustafa Khlan, and these
titles also appear as personal names. Although the necessity for
combining father's name and place-name was universally re-
cognised as a distinguishing feature, we often find that only
personal names are mentioned. This varied use of names and
titles has made the task of the identification of persons very
difficult indeed.

Titles and honours were not regularized, nor was their or-
der and significance fixed so as to indicate the respective social
and political status of their holders. These titles appear to be
more or less qualitative and thus expressive of the nature and
scope of the personal exploits of the recipients. In the case of
a king, the styles and attributes were the creation of the likes
and dislikes of his secretaries or officials, and they have hardly
any real value, because bards and officials had no sense for the
evaluation of these styles and attributes with respect to the
world around, and also because their patronage was often direct-
ly proportionate to the degree of adulation expressed in their
writings. It is also noticed in these writings that the enthu-
siasm of these bards in praising their patrons is at its highest